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may be, there are, I think, many indications of an
approximation. Nothing is more characteristic of
modern society than the enormous development of
the power of association for particular purposes. In
former days a society had to form an independent
organ, a corporation, a college, and so forth, to dis-
charge any particular function, and the resulting
organ was so distinct as to absorb the whole life of
its members. The work of the fellow was absorbed
in the corporate life of his corporation, and he had no
distinct personal interests. Now we are all members
of societies by the dozen, and society is constantly
acquiring the art of forming associations for any
purpose, temporary or permanent, which imply no
deep structural division, and unite people of all
classes and positions. As the profounder lines are
obliterated, the tendency to form separate castes,
defended by personal privileges, and holding them-
selves apart from other classes, rapidly diminishes ;
and the corresponding prejudices are in process of
diminution. But I can only hint at this prin-
ciple.

A correlative moral change in the poor is, of
course, equally essential. America is described by
Mr. Lowell in the noblest panegyric ever made upon
his own country, as " She that lifts up the manhood
of the poor". She has taken some rather queer
VOL. I.                     14